THE CHALLENGE OF THE NEW YEAR
Text: Phil. 3:13-14

INTRO: As we pass from the 1990’ s to the 2000’ s and face the challenges
of anew year, three things that helped Paul be a successful servant of God
will aso help us to be successful and productive in the years ahead.

|. THEABILITY TO FORGET.
A. Of course we do not mean to totally forget & annihilate all
memory of the past.

1. Thereare gainsto be remembered so that we may
build upon them.

2. There are mistakes we must remember |est we repeat
them.

B. Butif we areto be successful in the year 2000, we must
basically |eave the previous years behind us. We must
not try to livein the past, Lk 9:62. (plow looking back)

1. Let usthank God for His help in time past--then
move on to serve Him in the NOW and in the
remainder of our time.

2. Besureour past sins are forgiven--then leave them
in the past where they belong, & serve God
NOW and in the remainder of our time.

1. THE POWER TO CONCENTRATE. "Onething | do."
A. Concentration involves discrimination. | can spread myself
too thin. | can do afew things effectively--or | can
dabble in 40 different things & probably not do any of
them very well.

B. "A dabbler at 40 things will gain quicker recognition than a
doer of one thing--but the dabbler will be forgotten

when the doer has been remembered 40 years®

John Snape

C. What talents & abilities do | have that can be used effect-
ively in God's service? Use them!



1. THEABILITY TOPERSIST. "I presson." | keepon.
A. Wemust finish the course, keep the faith. 2 Tim 4:7
B. Must befaithful until death, Rev. 2:10.
C. If weceaseto serve faithfully, we will fail in three areas:
1. Wewill fail inthe sight of our peers.
2. Wewill be condemned by our own conscience,
1 John 3:20

3. Wewill face the judgment of Almighty God in the
world to come.

READ EZEKIEL 18:24
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