DANI EL 4: TEACH NG A KI NG WHAT THE LI VI NG NEED
TO KNOW Text : Dani el 4:17

| NTRO. This verse describes the general thene
of the book of Daniel. The entire book is
devoted to establishing the fact that GCod
rules the universe. This rule is seen in:

1. The 4 Hebrews who wouldn't eat the
king's food, chapter 1

2. The dream of Nebuchadnezzar, chap. 2

3. The handwiting on the wall, chap 5.

4. Likew se the events in chap 4 are
meant to vividly establish that God
rul es the universe.

1. The dream vs. 1-17

2. The interpretation, vs. 18-27.

3. Inthis lesson we will note how
the truth of our text is under-
scored in the fulfillment of
Nebuchadnezzar's dream

| . NEBUCHADNEZZAR S PRI VI LEGES.

A. Thru Daniel, God had all owed King
Nebuchadnezzar to | ook over 1,000
years into the future thru the rise
& fall of 3 future world enpires. No
other world | eader was ever so
privil eged, chapter 2.

B. Nebuchadnezzar had been permtted to
see the power of God denonstrated in
the delivery of Hannani ah, M shael &
Azariah fromthe fiery furnace,
chapter 3.

1. ANOTHER DREAM FROM GOD, 4:1-17
A. Dream descri bed, vs. 1-17
B. Dreaminterpreted, vs. 18-27



[11. NEBUCHADNEZZAR S PRI DE
A. Because of sinful pride, Nebuchadnez-
zar msused his period of grace.

1

God had given him 12 nonths in
whi ch to repent & perhaps avoid
t he danger of which he had been
war ned, vs. 28-29.

Li ke Jezebel in Rev. 2:21, CGod
had gi ven tine.

The sane principle was at work in
t he days of Noah as God pat -
iently waited to give oppor-
tuneity for repentance, but He
warned that His Spirit would
not always strive with them
CGen. 6:3.

The sanme principle is at work to-
day. 2 PET. 3:9-10

B. Nebuchadnezzar took all the credit for
Babyl on' s greatness, but God was the
power behind the throne, vs. 30-32.

1

2.

God had rai sed up Babylon for His
own pur pose.

For indeed I amraising up the
Chal deans, a bitter & hasty
nati on which marches thru the
breadth of the earth, to pos-
sess dwelling places that are
not theirs. (Habakkuk 1:6).

It is only by the gracious per-
m ssion of God that any man
ever exerts rule or power,
John 19:10-11.



As Nebuchadnezzar | ooked out at
Babyl on from his pal ace wal ls
he saw a city which stretched
out to a circunference of about
60 mles. He could see sone of
the 25 streets which intersect-
ed each other. Perhaps he could
see one or nore of the 100
brass gates that led thru the
massive city wall. That wall
was 300 feet high, 80 feet

t hick. He coul d probably see
sonme of the 250 towers built
upon that wall. He could | ook
down into the fanobus hangi ng
gardens, one of the 7 wonders
of the ancient world. He could
see the River Euphrates w nding
its way thru the city, & per-
haps the bridge that had been
bui It under his own supervise-
ion. For all these things &
per haps nore, he took personal
credit. If ever a man had any-
thing to be proud of, perhaps
Nebuchadnezzar was that man.
But the Bible (KJV, NKJ) never
uses the word in a good sense.

Prov 16:18-19, Pride goes be-
fore destruction, & a haughty
spirit before a fall. Better to
be of a hunble spirit with the
lowy, than to divide the spoi
with the proud.

NOTE: We often use the termpride to nean
self respect. Self respect is a neces-
sity, but pride as the word is used in
the Bible is a luxury no man can afford.
Lack of self respect caused the Isra-
elites to turn away fromthe prom sed



land, & the 1-talent nman to |l ose both his
talent & his soul. But we nust learn to
di stingui sh between healthy self respect
pride.

& sinful

I1'1. NEBUCHADNESSAR S HUM LI ATI ON, vs. 33.

| V. NEBUCHADNEZZAR S RECOVERY.
A. The experience was to teach himone
basic | esson, 17, 25, 32.

B. When the | esson was | earned, the
groundwor k had been laid for his
restorati on, vs. 34-37.

C. It would have served no purpose to put
hi m back on the throne wi thout first
teaching himthe | esson.

1

Hi s ai des could have cl eaned hi m

L

up, shaved his face, changed
his clothes, put the crown on
hi s head, done 100 other things
for himbut until he canme to
his right senses he woul dn't
have stayed that way or been of
any val ue on the throne.

ke the prodigal son, he needed
to come to hinmself. Nothing
woul d have been acconpli sh-ed
by taking the prodigal by force
out of the pig pen, giving him
a new suit of clothes, etc.

till you can get himto realize
his own need in these matters.

CONCLUSI ON: Qur generation desperately needs
to learn the | esson Nebuchadnezzar | earned--
that the nost high God rules in the kingdom of

nen,

& gives power & rulership to whom He

desires to give it. This being true, we can



see the wi sdomof submtting to God's just

| aws and cooperating with Hi s righteous

pur poses, & of learning these |essons the easy
way rather than soneday having to | earn them

t he hard was as Nebuchadnezzar did.
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