A GOOD MAN VWHOSE M STAKES DESTROYED A NATI ON
Text: 2 Chronicles 33:13b-16

| will hand them over to trouble, to all the
ki ngdons of the earth, because of Manasseh the
son of Hezekiah, king of Judah, for what he
did in Jerusal em (Jer. 15:4).

INTRO Qur 2 texts would at first seemto con-
tain a contradiction for both speak of the
samre man, King Mnasseh of Judah. To under-
stand this nystery, we need but examne the
Di vine record.

. HHS YEARS OF SIN. 2 CHRONI CLES 33:1-9.
A. His sin was intensified by the fact
that he had a good & godly father.
2 Chron. 32:32-33.

B. Hs sin was still further conpounded
because he was repeatedly warned,
33:10, 18.

C. Still further intensified by the fact

that he carried a nation with him
i nto abom nation, vs. 9.

1. HS CAPTIVITY, vs. 10-13.
A. H's sin brought affliction, vs. 13.
B. He was hunbl ed & repented of his sins,
vs. 12-13.

I11. FRU TS OF REPENTANCE.
A. He was forgiven & restored to his
t hrone, vs. 13.
B. He namde restitution as best he coul d,
vs. 14-16.
C. But there were consequences of his
sins that could not be re-call ed.



1. He hel plessly watched his nation
continue in rebellion against
God's will, vs. 17.

Deut 12:5-14, But you shall
seek the place where the LORD
your God chooses, out of all
your tribes, to put Hi s nane
for Hs dwelling place; & there
you shall go. There you shal
take your burnt offerings, your
sacrifices, your tithes, the
heave of ferings of your hand,
your vowed offerings, your
freewill offerings & the first-
born of your herds & fl ocks.
And there you shall eat before
the LORD your God, & you shal
rejoice in all to which you
have put your hand, you & your
househol ds, in which the LORD
your God has bl essed you. You
shall not at all do as we are
doi ng here today--every man
doi ng whatever is right in his
own eyes--for as yet you have
not conme to the rest & the in-
heritance which the LORD your
God is giving you. But when you
cross over the Jordan and dwel |
in the | and which the LORD your
God is giving you to inherit, &
He gives you rest fromall vyour
enem es round about, so that
you dwell in safety, 11 then
there will be the place where
the LORD your God chooses to
make Hi s nane abi de. There you
shall bring all that | conmand
you: your burnt offerings, your
sacrifices, your tithes, the
heave of ferings of your hand, &



all your choice offerings which
you vow to the LORD. And you
shall rejoice before the LORD
your God, you and your sons and
your daughters, your nale & fe-
mal e servants, & the Levite who
is wthin your gates, since he
has no portion nor inheritance
w th you. Take heed to yourself
that you do not offer your
burnt offerings in every place
that you see; but in the place
whi ch the LORD chooses, in one
of your tribes, there you shal
of fer your burnt offerings, and
there you shall do all that
comand you.

2. H s son, Amon, who succeeded him
as king of Judah was a godl ess
i dol ater, vs. 20-23.

I V. MODERN APPLI CATION OF TH S TRUTH

A. My grandparents.

B. One preacher after whoml've read
illustrates this principle by tell-
ing of a man who took his little
girl to an eye specialist. The
baby's eyes were very bad. The Dr.
exam ned her & told her father that
her eyes woul d never get better.
"She will be blind before she is
grown." The man turned pal e & gasp-
ed, "Dr., ny youth wasn't what it
shoul d have been. Can that be the
cause?" The Dr. replied, "You
needn't have told ne. Certainly it
is the cause.” NOTE: God can forgive
that man of the sins of his young
manhood, but that forgiveness wll
not bring sight to his daughter.



C. Esau, Heb. 12:17. Found no place for

repent ance.

D. The prodigal son touched many |ives

on his way down who probably never
| earned of his repentance. He nost
i kely influenced others into sin
who were not influenced to follow
himin repentance.

E. The story is told of a girl who wanted

to obey the gospel during a gospel
nmeeti ng. Her nother who was not a
Christian objected. The preacher et
with the nother, prayed with her,
plead with her. To no avail. 3 yrs

| ater he was holding a neeting in a
nei ghboring town. He received a cal
to come conduct the funeral of that
sane young girl. On the way hone
fromthe cenetery, the nother re-
guested the preacher to ride with
her. That afternoon she confessed
Christ & became a Christian. She
turned to her other daughter & said,

"Mary, | have found the sal vation
rejected 3 yrs ago." "No, Mot her,
she said. "It's true, you' ve found

salvation, but it's not the sal va-
tion that was offered to you 3 yrs
ago. Your salvation then would have
included Nellie. Now Nellie has gone
beyond the real mof salvation."”

ng Manasseh repented of his sins &
found forgiveness & salvation for
himsel f, but it was too late to save
his nation from destruction. The
words of Jer. 15:4 were witten
about 40 yrs after the death of King
Manasseh.



1. Many a father & nother find
sal vation after they have
wrecked the lives of their
chi |l dren.

2. Many a young man or young | ady
finds salvation only after they
have been instrunental in
enticing others into a life of
sin fromwhich they wll never
ener ge.

3. You may reject the gospel now-&
you might yet live to be saved
at sone future tine. But it
will not be the sanme sal vation
you could have now. Even if you
shoul d be fortunate enough to
find Christ later inlife, you
will go to your grave know ng
certai n consequences of spurn-
ing this opportunity to do the
will of God, & you wll be
conpl etely hel pl ess to undo
t hose consequences.

2 Cor. 6:2, For He says, "In an ac-
ceptable time | have heard you & in
the day of salvation | have hel ped
you. Behold, now is the accepted
time; behold nowis the day of

sal vati on



La Porte, TX, July 11, 1976

Hunphrey, AR, July 25, 1976 (neeting)
Eastside, Baytown, TX, July 28, 1976
Col | ege Park, Deer Park, TX, COctober 2, 1976
Pruett & Lobit, Baytown, YX, May 8, 1977
Bi bl e canp, Sabinal, TX, June 22, 1978
Hutto, TX, Cctober, 1979 (neeting)

Sout h Houston, TX, August 31, 1980

Par kvi ew, Pasadena, TX, August 31, 1980
Springhill, LA COctober 24, 1980 (neeting)
Exton, PA, July 22, 1984

Exton, PA, June 2, 1991
Shi | oh, Mexia, TX, Decenber 1, 1991
Susquehanna, Marietta, PA, March 9, 2003



