
2ND DEGREE COMPARISONS: “NOT… BUT” 
Text: Matthew 6:19-20 

 
INTRO: In our common speech we usually express 2nd degree 
comparisons by using a word such as “better,” “worse,” “taller,” 
“shorter,” etc. Tho such words are also used in the N.T., a common 
Biblical way of expressing the 2nd degree is to compare two things in 
such a way as to say, “not one thing, but the other” should be done or 
emphasized. Modern examples: not whether you win or lose; not the 
money but the principle… 
 

I. MATTHEW 6:19-20. 
 

II. JOHN 6:27. Compare 2 Thess 2:10; Eph 4:28 
 

III. I CORINTHIANS 1:17. Compare vs. 14, 16. 
 

IV. I PETER 3:3-4. Compare 1 Tim. 2:8-13. 
 

V. 2 CORINTHIANS 8:8. Compare 1 Cor 16:1-3. 
 

VI. JOHN 20:17. Song, vs. 1: JN 19:41 thru 20:1 
   Vs 2, JN 20:11-16 
    Vs 3, JN 20:17-18 
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