THE OLDER SON
Text: Luke 15:11-32

I NTRO This parable relates the story of 2
sons.

A. The younger, wasteful son represents
the rebellious, the custons agents and i mor al
si nners.

B. The ol der son represents those whose
sins were in attitude & disposition, esp. the
Phari sees.

C. One son was lost in a far country--the
ot her was lost in his own backyard.

D. One son was di sobedient & imoral--the
ot her was outwardly obedi ent & hard wor ki ng,
but he was unl oving and unforgiving.

|. THE SINS OF THE OLDER SON.
A. Angry wi thout a cause, vs. 28
B. Self-righteousness, self pity, vs. 29
C. Full of envy, contenpt, vs. 30
D. Unforgiving, vs. 28-30

1. THE SUFFERI NG BROUGHT ABOQUT BY THE SI NS OF
THE OLDER SON.

A. The penitent son suffered the anger of
hi s ol der brother.

B. The father suffered fromthe ol der
brother's attitude.

C. The entire household nust have
suffered fromthe breach of
fell owship, the strained
rel ati onship.

D. But, nost of all, the older son
suffered. Wi le everyone el se
partied, he was in msery.

[11. THE FATHER S Kl ND REBUKE
A. "Son." The sin of the older son had
broken the fellowship that he had



with his father, but it could not
separate himfromhis father's | ove.

B. The father rem nded the ol der son of
t he bl essings that had been his.

1. The fellowship that had exi sted.
2. The treasure that was his, vs. 31

C. An appeal to his sense of reason vs 32

V. AS THE CURTAI N FALLS, WE SEE. .

A. The penitent younger son on the inside

B. The ol der son on the outside.

C. Dd the ol der son repent? Was he
restored to the fell owship
he had broken? The Master didn't
say. All that was up to the ol der
son hinsel f.

D. Hs father's love was his primary
hope, just as it had been
for his erring brother before him

CONCLUSI ON:  God, our Father is loving & kind &
willing to forgive our sins, but He expects
that we do the sane for our fellow nan when he
falls short, Matt. 6:15.
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